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Rod Schmidt
Rear Commodore

Flag  Report

Lisa Ruoff
Commodore

opportunity to hear and learn more about the Club’s vibrant 
dry sail fleets and how best to get involved.

Finally, some projects have been completed on the Club’s 
grounds.  These projects were identified by the Campus 
Committee as requiring more immediate attention and were 
brought before the Board of Directors for review, discussion 
and approval.  To the West of the Club House, the side-
walk next to the sea wall has been slowly subsiding into the 
ground.  This has occurred over many years, and repairs were 
made quite a few years ago,  but  the situation worsened.  It 
was decided to completely remove the old walkway, make any 
needed repairs to the sea wall and replace the walkway with 
new concrete.  This work has been completed under budget.  
The Commodores’ room will be getting window shades to 
help with cooling and glare and the bath house will be receiv-
ing attention in the form of improved ventilation and new 
countertops.

Your Club’s Flag, Board of Directors and Club Management 
are looking forward to welcoming old friends and new friends 
to the 2017 Macatawa Bay Yacht Club and continuing our 
tradition of celebrating water sports and family.

In Memoriam
Ray Munson

Commodore 1992
Dec 16, 1951 - Feb 8, 2017
Ray Munson was a decorated 

Viet Nam War Vet

The opening of the 2017 Macatawa Bay Yacht Club season 
is just around the corner.  March 17th, Saint Patricks Day, 
is the official opening of the new season.  Please plan on at-
tending with your family and friends and enjoy the food, the 
club house and the kick off.  Erin Go Bragh!  While the Club 
has been closed the past two months, activity does continue.  
Many of the Club committees continue their work including 
the sailing committee with fleet captains’ meetings, the house 
committee with planning for the new season and the finance 
committee with budgeting for the 2017 year.  The Club man-
agement and staff have had numerous maintenance, cleaning 
and preparation projects.  The financial side of the Club in-
cludes gathering, preparing and adjusting internal accounting 
information in order for our accounting firm to prepare the 
2016 year end financial statement and the tax return.

Some additional upcoming dates and events to make note of 
and jot down on the calendar are the Spring seminars.  Ad-
vanced Race Management, March 18th and 19th, Great Lakes 
Basic Weather, April 15th, Tools of Sail Control, April 12th, 
MBJA Sailing Director presentation April 19th, and Rules 
and Tactics, May 11th.  Check the Club web site for more 
details.  A little further down the road on June 10th there will 
be a “Meet The Dry Sail Fleet” event, which will provide an 

Tom Sligh
Vice Commodore
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MBYC Flag Officers
Commodore     Lisa Ruoff
Vice Commodore    Tom Sligh
Rear Commodore    Rod Schmidt
Board of Directors
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   Dick Becker
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Director     Michael Norris
Director     Phil Wisniewski
Director     Susan Wolfe
Director Grant Cheney
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Director Jack Walker
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Sailing Director: Nick Hovland
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Wind Scoop Editor Jon Bontekoe
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M a c a t a w a  B a y 

Y a c h t  C l u b

Manager’s Report

Send in your photos!
The Wind Scoop, Logbook and website 
editors are always looking for photos 
submitted by members. Email photos to 
editor Jon Bontekoe or to manager Ju-
lie. (jonbontekoe@gmail.com or Julie@
MBYC.com.) Thanks, editor jb.

The cover photo was submitted by an 
unknown club photographer sometime 
last summer. We see the JY15 boats 
against a darkening fall sky. The date on 
the file is Sept 1 but I can’t find the origi-
nal in my folders for 2016. The photo is 
a reminder of what we will be doing in 
just a few months. Thanks to this pho-
tographer and to all the club members 
who submit photos! jb

You won’t want to miss our St. Patrick’s 
Day celebration. It will be set up as an 
open house gathering with food stations 
around the clubhouse and an Irish coffee 
bar.   We are adding some fun additions 
like Guinness Cheese Dip, Irish whiskey 

glazed salmon 
and carrot and 
thyme Irish 
salad. We will 
also have the 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
favorites of 
corned beef & 
cabbage and 
mini Reuben 

sandwiches.  These are just a few of the 
fun offerings plus some amazing house 

made Irish desserts. Reservations are re-
quired so call or e-mail your reservations 
soon.  616-335-5815 or Julie@mbyc.
com.  

Look to the back of your Wind Scoop 
for our dining room hours during March 
and April. Office hours in March and 
April are Monday, Tuesday and Friday 
from 9:00am -5:00pm. *Reminder that 
Mother’s Day is May 14th this year… 
you will want to get your reservations in 
as early as possible for this busy day.

I’m excited to get this season started 
and always welcome your input on how 
we can make this the best year yet! Julie 
Vanderveer
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At the same time that most of us are 
putting our boats away for their “long 
winter’s nap,” the competitive sailing 
program at MBYC heats up by host-
ing college sailing .   The Hope College 
and Grand Valley State University sail-
ing teams both claim MBYC as “home 
port.”  Using the resources and staff of 
the MBJA, both teams practice Monday 
thru Thursday in preparation for week-
end regattas across the mid-West.  Their 
practice paid off this year with the Grand 
Valley Coed team achieving a MCSA 
ranking of 9th, the Hope College Coed 
team ranking 8th, and the Hope College 
Women’s team ranking 7th, ahead of the 
MSU, Northwestern, and U Wisconsin-
Milwaukee.  Additionally, Libby Reeg of 
the Hope team qualified for the Colle-
giate Women’s Single Handed National 
Championship. This is the first time a 
West Michigan team has qualified for a 
collegiate national championship event.

In addition to competing, Hope and 
GVSU sponsored two regattas this year.  
The Emma Biagioni Memorial Regatta 
is an annual event drawing collegiate 
sailors from across the region.  Addi-
tionally, Hope and GVSU sponsored 
the Midwest Collegiate Sailing Asso-
ciation Fall Championship regatta.  Re-
cently, this event was recognized as the 
“Top Regatta of 2016” by the MCSA.  
For 2017, GVSU and Hope, in coop-
eration with the MBJA and MBYC 
Race Committee, will host the MCSA 
fall single handed championship, which 
is the qualifying event for the National 
Championship.  

There’s a lot of great sailing “off-season” 
at MBYC. Most college events are sailed 
within easy viewing of the Club and 
members are welcome to tailgate and 
root for their alma maters! 
Roger Gamache

Post-Season Racing in warmer waters
While most of us are bundled in winter 
coats and boots, some of our racers are 
showing our burgee at major southern 
venues.  Recently at the Quantum Key 
West Race Week:

Brad Faber’s Utah scored a 6th place in 
the very competitive J111 class;  Brad’s 
crew overcame some tough races dur-
ing the 12 race series and twice earned 
a place on the daily podium. The Utah 
team finished the regatta with a strong 
3rd and 2nd, showing promise for fu-
ture events.  FaceBook friends of Utah 
already know how “hairy” the last race 
was!

Dan Cheresh’s, Extreme 2, dominated 
the C & C 30 class, scoring  nine 1sts, 
two 3rds and a DNC (the crew was 
probably still celebrating when the last 
race started).  Dan and his crew amassed 
a 15 point margin on the second place 
boat, the largest winning margin of the 
regatta.

And, in a the highly competitive 9 boat 
TP 52 “Super Series”, Doug DeVos and 
the crew of Quantum Racing finished 
1st, overcoming two 7th place finishes in 
addition to an 8th and a 9th (last place),  
Doug and his team showed remarkable 
resolve by ending the series with finishes 

of 2,2,1 which gave them the win with 
a 6 point lead,

Winter racing continues with Bob 
Hughes’ Heartbreaker and Mitch Pad-
nos’ Sufficient Reason crew participat-
ing in events over the next month. 

Sam Padnos sailed to a tie for second 
(which broke to 3rd) during the recent 
VX One Class Midwinters.  MBYC 
members Michael Norris and Scott Der-
by also participated.

Tom Bryant with crew Mary Bryant, 
Davis Bryant and Chris Balliet took 2nd 
place in the 7.9 Class at the recent St. 
Petersburg YC NOOD regatta. On the 
opposite coast, MBYC member John 
Donnelly is participating in the 2017 
Etchells Biscayne Bay Series, which ac-
cumulates results from 4 regattas from 
December through the end of Febru-
ary.  In long-distance ocean racing Bob 
Hughe’s Heartbreaker scored a 3rd in 
the IRC class in the 2017 Pineapple 
Cup race from Miami to Montego Bay, 
Jamaica. (see map below) Hughes is also 
competing in the RORC Caribbean 600 
Race that races from Antigua around 
adjacent islands and finishing back in 
Antigua
Roger Gamache

Pineapple Cup RouteHeartbreaker crew pose in Miami 
shortly before the start of the Pine-
apple Cup race to Jamaica.

College Fall Sailing at 
MBYC
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The Hope College Sailing Team and 
Grand Valley Club Sailing won a total 
of four awards during the Midwest Col-
legiate Sailing Association’s (MCSA) an-
nual Midwinters meeting and banquet 
held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on Sat-
urday, Jan. 28.

Both the Hope College Sailing Team 
and Grand Valley Club Sailing had one 
of their most successful seasons to date. 
With the help of the Macatawa Bay 
Junior Association and Macatawa Bay 
Yacht Club volunteers, the teams co-
hosted three regattas in 2016, the Maca-
tawa Invitational in the spring, and the 
annual Emma Biagioni Regatta and the 
MCSA Fall Championships in the fall. 
Both teams were top ranked teams in 
the Midwest conference. Hope College’s 
Co-ed team was ranked 8th and Grand 
Valley’s was ranked 9th. For the first 
time, Hope College was able to form a 
women’s team, who are currently ranked 
7th in the MCSA. This success for both 
teams was largely due to support from 
the MBJA as well as passionate leaders 
on both college teams. 

Libby Reeg, who was the Hope team’s 
commodore during the year of 2016, 
received two individual awards. She was 
selected by the All-Conference Sailor 
Committee based “upon outstanding 
on-the-water performance in 2016” to 
receive an All-Conference Sailor award 
for Women’s Skipper Honorable Men-
tion.  She was also awarded the Kath-
erine A. Fellows trophy for winning the 
MCSA Women’s Singlehanded Cham-
pionship in October.  Reeg’s MCSA 
championship had earned her a berth to 
compete in the 2016 LaserPerformance 
College Sailing Singlehanded Nationals 
of the Inter-Collegiate Sailing Associa-
tion of North America (ICSA) in No-
vember.

Grand Valley Club Sailing upcoming 
commodore Elliot Lee was also selected 

by the All-Conference Sailor Commit-
tee to receive an All-Conference Sailor 
award for Co-ed Skipper Honorable 
Mention. 

Hope College Sailing Team and Grand 
Valley Club Sailing received the Wood-
ward Trophy for Regatta of the Year for 
co-hosting the MCSA fall champion-
ships at Lake Macatawa on Saturday, 
Nov. 12. This award is determined from 
the results of regatta evaluations complet-
ed at each scheduled event to determine 
the “Best Run Event.” The Woodward 
Trophy plaque was donated by Robert 
“Woody” Woodward of the Iowa Sailing 
Club in January of 1992. The MCSA 
executive board chose the Regatta of the 
Year based upon high scoring evaluations 
from attending MCSA teams on the ba-
sis of professionalism, timeliness, race 
committee function, facilities and boats, 
evidence of planning, rules application, 
housing and food, as well as enthusiasm 
by the hosts. Both the annual Emma 
Biagioni Regatta and the MCSA Fall 
Championships stood out to the MCSA 
executive board as the top two MCSA 
regattas of the season, however the Re-
gatta of the Year award was awarded for 
Fall Championships because of the high 
level of competition as well as evidenced 
extensive planning on behalf of the col-
lege regatta committee. 

Hope College and Grand Valley sail-
ors would like to thank all of the Ma-
catawa Bay Yacht Club volunteers who 
have supported their teams and regat-

tas over the years, especially those who 
volunteered for the Emma Biagioni 
Memorial Regatta and the MCSA Fall 
Championships this past fall, including 
Roger Gamache, Jack and Linda Kno-
blauch, Michael Norris, Cappy Capper, 
and Louis Padnos, as well as many other 
generous volunteers from MBYC, Hope 
College, Grand Valley, and the MCSA. 
Thanks too, is owed to Danielle Gam-
ache for speaking at the Fall Champion-
ships banquet at MBYC.  

Also during the Midwinters event, Hope 
junior Carrie Ritter of Glen Ellyn, Il-
linois, was elected vice commodore of 
the MCSA’s executive board, a posi-
tion previously held by Reeg, and the 
MCSA finalized its regatta schedule for 
2017. Lake Macatawa will host Hope 
and Grand Valley’s Laker Showdown on 
April 1-2, 2017, MCSA Singlehanded 
Championships on October 14-15, and 
the Emma Biagioni Regatta on Novem-
ber 4-5. 

Hope College, Grand Valley, and the 
MBYC were chosen in the fall to host 
the upcoming 2018 Inter-Collegiate 
Sailing Association Men’s and Women’s 
Singlehanded Nationals. 

For more information about the college 
teams, or if you would like to volunteer 
for our upcoming regattas, please con-
tact us:
sailing@hope.edu
sailing@mail.gvsu.edu
Submitted by Libby Reeg.

Hope College and GVSU Sailing Teams- an inside view

An MBYC gathering in Florida on Lit-
tle Gasparilla Island in February in-
cluded two past MBYC commodores, 
a future (2019) commodore, our cur-
rent commodore along with the Wind 
Scoop editor and all five spouses.
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The Board appreciates your time in 
completing the survey. It produced hun-
dreds of com-
ments, which 
are valuable 
input for Julie 
and the Board 
to address pos-
sible changes 
this coming 
season and in 
the future. It is our hope to continue to 
improve all members’ overall experience 
at MBYC. 

Highlights of Members’ Recommen-
dations:
•  Members would like to expand the 
emphasis on sailing and encourage non-
sailor support as spectators and have 
more adult learn to sail programs. Some 
members suggested MBYC provide a 
club sailboat for member use/rental. 
Sailors would like more workshops and 
for other events to not be scheduled dur-
ing regattas.
•  Interest was expressed in more social 
activities, for which some members have 
volunteered their time to help. Some of 
those include dock vs. dock Olympics, 
“rendezvous” for power boaters and 
movie and popcorn for kids.
•  Lighter menu options have been re-
quested, as well as expansion of the bar 
menu. Members would appreciate the 
wine lists on the table, along with the 
wine pairing suggestions. 
•  Boaters/sailors would like more help 
by staff while docking.

•  Members would like to use the up-
stairs during the “off-season” for light 
buffets with football viewing, even when 
the main clubhouse is being rented out.
•  Pool users would like more tables, 
chairs and umbrellas, as available shade 
is often a problem. There is concern over 
access by non-members. Can we provide 
controlled access?
•  Members would like extended bar 
service hours on Fridays and for the club 
to extend dining days/hours in the off-
season. Some would like the pool to be 
open through September.
•  Higher quality logo gear has been re-
quested for the Nauti shop.

Some numbers based on 300 respon-
dents to the Member Survey:
90% are “active “ members (37+ yrs.), 
60% are members of 8+ years.

RATING: On a scale of 1 to 7, with 7 
as very satisfied.
 
Sailing:
•  Members’ satisfaction with MBYC’s 
commitment to: 
1.  Sailing – 68% rated 6 or 7
2.  No. Of regattas – 60% rated 6 or 7
3.  Racing – 60% rated 6 or 7
4.  Sailing workshops – 72% rated 6 or  
7  
Dining: 
• 33% of respondents use dining facili-
ties 6+ times per month.
•  On a scale of 1 to 7 (7 as very satis-
fied) survey results:

1.   Quality/taste – 78% rated it 5, 6,or 
7
2.  Weekly menu – 72% rated it 5, 6 or 
7
3.  Healthy offerings – 52% rated it 5, 6 
or 7
4.  Current menu – 67% rated it 5, 6 or 
7

Wait Staff:  
• Five categories surveyed: Satisfaction 
ranged from 81% to 93% of members 
rating them a 5, 6 or 7. 
Bar/Beverage service and selection: 
•  42% use 6+ times per month
•  53% (86 of 163 who responded) 
would attend a fine wine tasting event.
•  Overall, members are very satisfied. 
Pool: 
•  33% don’t use the pool at all.
•   45% used the pool 4 times or less 
this summer. 
•  68% of pool users brought guests 4 
times or less, 15% brought guests 5 – 10 
times.
•  32% of users use it from 2 to 4pm, 
41% for 2 hrs or less. 
•  126 of 300 members are interested in 
lap swim (ranging from neutral to very 
interested).
•  Social Activities: 22% don’t par-
ticipate, 35% do at least 1 time per 
month.
•  Nauti Shop: 28% don’t shop there

• Overall MBYC satisfaction:  95% 
rating it 5, 6 or 7
Susan Wolfe

House Committee Report: Survey Results Summary

As we kick off our 2017 Season, the 
Communications Committee will focus 
in making sure our Membership is well 
informed about all aspects of the Club 
activities. The Website (www.mbyc.
com) has become an increasingly impor-
tant communication tool and as such we 
want to make sure it is easily accessed by 
all members and that you have a pleas-
ant experience in navigating its different 

Communications Report
sections and more importantly obtain-
ing relevant and updated information.

Beyond what we think is relevant from 
the communications aspects of the Club, 
we want to hear from you on what you 
think is missing or needs improvement. 
Also, don’t feel shy in reaching out to 
one of our Communications Commit-
tee members or the Club Office to offer 

help. We need Reporters and story tell-
ers to enrich our Publications. Let’s have 
FUN in 2017! 
Michael Norris 
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I hope that everyone has enjoyed our 
tropical winter thus far. We could have 
started the season two months early!  
With that said, we have a very full sched-
ule of sailing 
and weather 
educa t i ona l 
seminars this 
Winter and 
Spring. All of 
us can gain 
knowledge in 
these semi-
nars which are 
open to everyone.  Bar and food service 
will be available throughout the length 
of each session. Please feel free to call the 
club to reserve your spot at any of these 
seminars, as they are filling up quickly.

SAT. & SUN. March 18-19: 8:00AM-
5:00PM “Advanced Race Management 
Seminar”. This seminar is designed to 
teach the fundamentals of race course 

Sailing Report: Sailing Seminars at MBYC Campus Committee Report
This is my first Campus Report to the 
Membership as the spokesperson for the 
Campus Committee. We have a dedicat-
ed and conscientious committee struc-
tured so that we can address all issues of 
Building and Grounds as they arise. 

This past Fall under Jim DeWilde’s lead-
ership, we started a major repair along 
the West Basin seawall to remove the 
tipping sidewalk, excavate behind the 
seawall, back-fill with stone, replace 
two pilings and 
pour a new and 
wider sidewalk, 
all in an effort 
to make this 
more safe for 
all members.  
Work was con-
cluded in early 
December with  
sod replacement. Another project was 
to install new gutters and downspouts 
on both the West and East Ends of the 
clubhouse to prevent rain runoff. Those 
projects were also completed in Decem-
ber.

At this point, mid-way through the win-
ter off season, we are finalizing plans to 
make improvements in exhaust ventila-
tion in the Men’s and Women’s bath-
rooms of the pool house.  The plan will 
be to complete these prior to opening 
the facility in May.

There is a Five Year Plan that has been 
presented to the Bridge and Board of 
Directors that will highlight the needs 
of normal Building and Grounds Main-
tenance.  Each year we will prioritize 
the projects based on the availability of 
funds to expend on each project.  Some 
projects are re-occurring each year like 
replacement of outside pool furniture.  
Our goal is to keep our facility in top 
shape. If you have any comments about 
the facility, please submit an email to: 
Cluboffice@mbyc.com  .  The Campus 
Committee will study the request and 
respond. Jack Walker

management and to become an integral 
part of an RC team.
WED. April 12 6:00PM-9:00PM 
Charley Fontenot from Quantum Sails. 
“How to get the best performance out 
of your boat, using all of the tools of sail 
control”
SAT. April 15 8:00AM-4:30PM Mark 
Thornton. “Great Lakes Basic Marine 
Weather”
WED. April 19 6:00-9:00 MBJA Sail-
ing Director Nick Hovland. “The times 
they are a Changin.”  Keeping up with 
our ever evolving sport
WED. April 26 6:00-9:00 Dave Gerber 
from Quantum Sails. “Sailors’ Round 
Table Discussion”
THURS. May 11 5:00-9:00 North U 
presents: “Rules and Tactics Seminar 
2017”       

Please feel free to contact me with ques-
tions regarding any of the Spring semi-
nars above. Phil Wisniewski

For those looking to get more involved 
in our various sailing programs in 2017, 
here are some write ups with regard to 
the fleets MBYC will be supporting and 
promoting for 2017.  Each fleet captain 
would be happy to answer any questions, 
or help find additional information for 

Fleet Sailboat Racing Programs at MBYC

Jan-Feb Wind Scoop Printing Error baffles the editor.
In January members receiving the print version of the Wind Scoop saw a big black box on Page 4. 
The box contained an introduction, written by Grant Cheney, to the various fleet racing programs 
at MBYC. We apologize to Grant and to our readers for this unusual error. We create a different 
style of PDF for the print versions than the low resolution version sent by email. A gremlin in 
the print version was missed by your editor before upload to the printer. Grant’s introduction is 
printed below.

any member who would like more infor-
mation.  Please see the contact informa-
tion provided with each fleet write up, 
or feel free to contact Grant Cheney at 
gcheney66@charter.net with any ques-
tions regarding racing in 2017.” Grant 
Cheney
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Macatawa Bay Yacht Club
2157 South Shore Drive PO #207
Macatawa, Michigan 49434

Dining re-opens Friday March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
Sat April 15 Weather Seminar
Race Management Seminars:
March 18, 19. April 12, 15, 19, 26 & May 11

Race Management
Seminar
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March - April   2017
     Sun         Mon     Tues     Wed      Thurs         Fri                  Sat 

1 2 3 4

5 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

22

23 24 25 27 28 29

30

21

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9

1

13 14

16 17 18 20

11

6 7
MARCH

10

St Patrick’s
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