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“Houston…we are ready for takeoff.” With the beginning of 
the summer season, the multitude of activities at MBYC are 
ready for takeoff too. Our great staff has been busy making 
certain that the many facilities at MBYC are launch ready for 
a busy summer season. In the Campus Committee report in 
this issue, you will see what has been happening during the 
off-season to make our Club ready to give you the best experi-
ence possible.

June 1st sees the return of the ever popular, Thirsty Thurs-
days…enjoy reduced priced drinks and live music while ex-
periencing the new menu items offered by Chef Shawn every 
Thursday throughout the summer. With the increase in Din-
ing Room usage during summer, we would remind you that 
reservations will be more of a necessity.

As members have left the Club for one reason or another, 
we have been able to welcome new members to MBYC. On 
June 8th, we will host a New Member and Sponsor Recep-
tion from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. Board members and Officers 
will introduce the new members to the many opportunities 
the Club offers. The general membership is invited to join in 
welcoming them in the Commodores Room from 7:00pm 
– 8:00pm.

The sailing programs are in full swing now. Wednesday night 
racing, JY15 racing, inshore racing, weekend offshore racing, 
RC (remote control) racing…there are lots of options for par-
ticipation or simply as an observer. To introduce more people 
to what’s available in racing, a Drysail Open House will be 
held in the drysail area on Saturday, June 10th from 2:00pm 
– 6:00pm. Members will be able to see examples of the vari-
ous boats that are raced at MBYC…see how they are rigged, 
learn what it takes to operate them, learn how you might 
obtain one and perhaps even take a brief sail on one.  

Father’s Day weekend will be busy at the Club. On Satur-
day, June 17th the Commodore’s Cup will be raced offshore. 
Meanwhile, the Women’s Creative Adventure will be held 
at the Express Yourself Art Barn just a short distance east of 
Douglas. Sunday, June 18th finds the return of the popular 
Father’s Day Fishing Tournament with kids and the fathers 
trying to catch the biggest fish from the Club docks…great 
family fun.

The Club staff and facilities are ready. The programs and activ-
ities are ready. We hope you and your family are ready to take 
off and launch into another fantastic summer at MBYC.
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M a c a t a w a  B a y 

Y a c h t  C l u b

Manager’s Report

Send in your photos!

The cover photo taken by Carol Kunze 
during the Wednesday nite BYC spring 
series shows us the new club boat “Usual 
Suspects”, a Faar 40 owned by Eric Wyn-
sma.

Thanks to photographers and all the club 
members who submit photos for the 
Wind Scoop, the Logbook and the club 
website! jb

What a great club we have here!  
June means that we are now fully staffed 

and ready for 
our regular 
season hours.  
You can find 
these hours in 
your MBYC 
logbook on 
page 125 or 
at our website 
m b y c . c o m .  

Please note that South Shore Drive is 
under construction and will be closed 

for most of the summer. We recommend 
that you plan accordingly and take 32nd 
street to the club. 

Let us know of any address, phone num-
ber or email changes so we can keep your 
account current in our database and up-
date you on club events. Don’t forget to 
fill out a comment card and let us know 
how we are doing on your next visit.  
These will be handed out with your 
guest check and your feedback will be 
shared with our house committee. I’m 
looking forward to a fun summer here 
at MBYC! Julie VanderVeer
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So we are holding a silent ‘Fishbowl’ 
auction. What’s a fishbowl auction? You 
make a bid in any amount of $5000 or 
more anytime during the month of June 
– that’s now! On July 1 the top four 
bidders will be informed that they have 
won – and they will get to write a check 
for the amount of their highest bid. In 
return you get to have a positive impact 
on yet another project to beautify the 
MBYC campus and we will attach a per-
manent bronze donor plaque on the 
back with the  message of your choice. 
Some ideas suggested for the message 
might be as simple as the donor’s name 
similar to the bricks out front, a memo-
rial for a long-time member from the 
past, a legacy family name whose impact 
on the club has been significant or other 
message that will have meaning to  fu-
ture MBYC generations who read the 
plaque.

To join the fun and enter a bid, see our 
manager Julie for a form to complete 
– today! Emailed offers will be accept-
ed! There are only four bench positions 
available. Commodore Lisa Ruoff

The MBYC campus committee has de-
cided to replace the four benches on 
our front lawn with wider (by 2 feet) 
benches, with a modern design worthy 
of our front lawn and made of “I-P-E” 
wood (AKA Braziilian Walnut). With 
an attractive design and made with long 
lasting materials that require no mainte-
nance, these modern and far more com-
fortable benches will enhance the views 
from the water and from the clubhouse. 
We sponsor so many sailing events and 
formal regattas right from our front 
dock and these additions will enhance 
the experience of spectators.

But there is a catch. To cover the cost, 
we want to provide four (or more) of 
our members the opportunity to make a 
significant financial contribution to the 
MBYC campus environment by ’pur-
chasing’ a bench. For a minimum of 
$5000 contribution per bench, we hope 
to both pay the full cost of each new 
bench and to have additional funds that 
the campus committee can  use to make 
some of the other needed improvements 
to our campus environment. Some of 
their wish list items include new side-
walk lights, weather cameras, a PA sys-
tem and additional outdoor furniture.

Replace the front benches and support MBYC

Campus Committee Report
The Campus Committee has readied the 
Docks and Grounds by completing pre-
launch projects for the Memorial Day 
Weekend Activities.

The Pool opens on Memorial Day with 
some new furniture and umbrellas and a 
fresh coat of paint.  The Pool house bath-
rooms were refurbished with new coun-
tertops and new exhaust system. There 
is also an In-wall heater to mitigate con-
densation on the floors to make them 
safer.  New windows will be installed to 
enhance cross-flow ventilation.

The new wooden Dockside benches are 
part of a donation program as announced 
at the General Membership Meeting.  If 
interested please contact the club office.  
A plaque will be installed on each bench 
to commemorate the donor.  
Our Race Committee boat, Recovery, 
continues with some needed repairs on 
the hull prior to launching for this new 
season. The repairs will include an ultra-
sound of the 
hull to deter-
mine the metal 
thickness.
The Club is 
looking for 
a volunteer 
Technical Co-
ordinator to 
assist with oversite of Recovery.  The 
candidate should have a working knowl-
edge of boats, boat systems, coordinat-
ing repairs with various contractors and 
repair shops.  If interested, please con-
tact Jack Knoblauch or myself.

If you have any comments about the fa-
cility, please submit an email to: Clubof-
fice@mbyc.com. Jack Walker
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Blessing of the Fleet
Photos by J. Bontekoe
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Cinco de Mayo
MBYC was the place to be on Cinco 
de Mayo!  A big thank you to Coreen 
Slanec and Kathy Day for the colorful 
and festive decorations. Happy hour was 
that much happier with margaritas and 
Mexican cervezas. The pork enchiladas 
were muy bueno. This diner hopes this 
will become a lasting tradition at MBYC 
for years to come.  

Mothers Day. 
Mothers Day brunch was a huge success 
this year. Reservations were full from 
10:00 through 2:30. As always, the staff 
did a tremendous job. The food was vast 

Social Events Recap

and delicious.  For many years, Mother’s 
Day was the annual kick off to the sea-
son and one of the Clubs most popular 
family events. This year brought in new 
and familiar faces and continued the 
tradition of a 
calendar event 
for MBYC 
families. The 
weather was 
perfect with 
plenty of sun-
shine and a 
hint of the 
Summer to come. Dory SlighBurning of the Socks photos by Janet 

Standish and Mary Bontekoe
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Sailing ReportMembership Report
June is here and the sailing has already 
been extremely busy. The regattas are 
scheduled and planned for the season 
with great competition to make them 
all very exciting. These regattas are in 
need of happy hearted volunteers to 
keep them running smoothly. There are 
several aspects to doing race committee 
work, unknown to many, to keep races 
running smoothly. All volunteers are 
rewarded heavily and fed handsomely 
making this a great opportunity to give 
back to the sport. “Will do RC (race 
committee) for food!” The rules update 
given by North U last month was a huge 
success, with a great turnout. The ques-
tions were intriguing and everyone left 
having a better grasp on how to play the 
game out there. 

Recovery is now afloat and is recover-
ing quite well. Structural issues were ad-
dressed and handled allowing her to be 
our local beacon for several more years. 
Be sure to come to the drysail area on 
June 10th for Rigging Day from 2-6 
pm. We will have our fleet boats avail-
able, rigged for all to see. We will be 
able to answer questions regarding any 
aspects of the fleet or boats with answers 

provided by the fleet captains who rep-
resent them. This will be a very educa-
tional day, especially if you would like to 
get in on all of the sailing fun that our 
club offers. 

There will be two fun regattas in Au-
gust that need 
to be on your 
calendar. Au-
gust 5th is the 
Kollen Park 
race, aka the 
pickle race: the 
traditional race 
to Kollen Park 
and back. Pure 
family fun! August 12th is the Race to 
Port Sheldon where we will raft off and 
celebrate! Sounds like a great day. If by 
chance there are any adults who would 
like to learn how to sail, we are now ac-
tively accepting adult students for the 
Adult Learn To Sail program. These are 
private lessons to teach adults at all skill 
levels to have confidence at the helm of 
a sailboat. Contact Nick at the sailing 
center to schedule your lesson! See you 
out there. Phil Wisniewski

Mark your calendar for the New Mem-
ber Reception to be held on Thursday, 
June 8th in the Commodore’s Room.  
New members, their sponsors and Board 
members will mingle from 6-7 pm while 
learning about opportunities for club 
involvement.  The general member-
ship is welcome to join from 7-8 pm to 
meet new members.  Please RSVP to 
MBYC by June 
1.  Please wel-
come the fol-
lowing new 
members to 
our club. Wil-
liam and Lois 
Lydens, Curt 
and Lauren 
Ellens, Joel 
and Heidi Gilcrest, Nick Smart, Nick 
Zomer, Mike and Ann Cazer, Cary and 
Karen Lockyer, Ed and Ruth Zielstra, 
Erik and Erin Hall, Larry and Virginia 
Cain, Charles and Michelle Huber, Ja-
mie and Stephanie Forkins and RJ and 
Stephanie DeWilde. Claudia Scharlow

The women’s Thursday sailing group 
wanted to share a fun story involving 
many members of the MBYC Ladies 
Sailing Fleet. During the months of 
October through May we took a break 
from sailing, but not from one another. 
Instead, we continued our traditional 
Thursday night gatherings in the form 
of a book club, titled Sails & Tales. Eight 
months, seven books, and many adven-
tures later, we 
concluded our 
first season of 
the book club. 
Now we pre-
pare for the 
Thursday night 
JY15 sailing 
race season, be-
ginning on June 15. The club was a great 

way for the ladies to extend the MBYC 
ladies sailing community year-round. 

A few stats on the book club:
•   16 women participated in the club
•    We read seven books over the course 
of eight months; 
•    Gathered in many special spaces, in-
cluding a yoga studio, a wine gallery, a 
yacht club, a cottage built in the 1800’s, 
and a lighthouse. 

We’re looking forward to continuing the 
MBYC ladies sailing program on Thurs-
day nights this summer and picking 
the book club back up in October. We 
encourage more ladies to join us on the 
water this summer as part of the JY15 
fleet! Kelly Cramton-Beat

MBYC Ladies JY Fleet news

Continued---------------->
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Macatawa Bay Yacht Club
2157 South Shore Drive PO #207
Macatawa, Michigan 49434

Thurs June 8 New Member Reception
Sat June 10 Drysail Open House
Sat  June 17 Women’s Gathering
Sun June 18 Fathers’ Day Fishing Tournament

Queen’s Cup
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