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Dick Becker
Commodore

Flag  Report

Tom Sligh
Rear Commodore

Lisa Ruoff
Vice Commodore

Can you believe it’s July already? The days are officially getting 
shorter even though it seems our season is just beginning.

We’ve burned our socks, blessed our fleet, had boater safety 
class and Coast Guard inspections on our boats. New mem-
bers were welcomed to our club!  We ran a fun Junior Regatta 
and our long-standing Commodores Cup Regatta, just to 
name a few highlights.  There is still so much season and fun 
left to enjoy at MBYC!!!

We have a bold sailing schedule in full swing.  The pool is at a 
perfect temperature and clearly is being enjoyed by many.  The 
MBJA is busy each day teaching our youngsters and juniors 
sailing and water safety classes.  Our Docks and Grounds are 
looking better than ever with Joe Gorris and his dock staff.  
Julie and her amazing team continue to impress us with an 
ever busy clubhouse of fun events making our members and 
guests feel most welcome.  A big shout-out to Chef Frank and 

Sous Chef Shawn for our tasty menu and the fabulous club 
creations coming out of the kitchen each week.  Our Nauti 
shop is stocked and more items are on order.  Keep up the 
great work everyone!

While we know our club is safe, we have added additional 
measures to help it stay that way. There is a mail box at the 
front door to drop off payments and the like if the club is 
closed (no cash please) and you will also notice a doorbell for 
access to the club during non-food and beverage hours when 
the club office is open. 

Keep watching our website and Julie’s weekly emails for the 
club updates and special events. 

... The best is yet to come... 

Dick, Lisa, Tom
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Commodore     Dick Becker
Vice Commodore    Lisa Ruoff
Rear Commodore    Tom Sligh
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Elhart 
Treasurer     Lou Moran
Secretary     Rod Schmidt
Director     Jim DeWilde
Director Pat Walker
Director     Dianne DeRoseau 
Director     Phil Wisniewski
Director     Susan Wolfe
Director Grant Cheney
Director Dave Shipman
Judge Advocate  JD Stone 
Management
General Manager: Julie Vanderveer
Executive Chef: Frank Miller
Outside Manager : Joe Gorris
Restaurant Manager: Irena Miller
Sailing Director: Cappy Capper
Admin Assistant: Sarah Tanis
Wind Scoop Editor Jon Bontekoe
Web Scoop  Nick De Foe

M a c a t a w a  B a y 

Y a c h t  C l u b

Our cover photo this month was taken 
by Doug Slade on Saturday, June 18 
during the 2-day Opti Great Lakes Re-
gatta. Pictured is the starting line as 58 
Optis particpated in the races held on 
Lake Michigan. At least six MBJA rac-
ers participated.
Send photos to:
jonbontekoe@gmail.com or to our 
manager Julie (Julie @mbyc.com)

Manager’s Report

Burgees Burgees Burgees
Your Logbook editor (jb) is collecting 
photos of MBYC Burgees to be used 
“creatively” in the 2017 Logbook. Send 
us photos of MBYC burgees: old ones, 
new ones, ragged ones, brand new ones, 
large ones, small ones, in usual places, in 
unusual places, locally, out-of-state and 
even abroad. Get creative! You have all 
Winter, Fall and even December to email 
photos to: jonbontekoe@gmail.com. No 
boat necessary. See your photos in print 
in the classiest Yacht Club publication 
around!

July is always an exciting month here at 
the club with families filling the cottages 
for the summer and everyone excited 
to enjoy the beautiful Michigan July 
weather!  

We   expect to 
see many fam-
ilies visit on 
the 4th of July, 
which falls 
on a Monday 
this year.  The 
clubhouse will 
be open dur-

ing the day for 
lunch and pool service and we will be 
offering our Patriotic Buffet 6:00pm 
– 9:00pm this evening.  For more infor-

mation on the 4th of July activities visit 
our website at mbyc.com and look un-
der the What’s Happening tab. 

Another popular club event scheduled 
in July is our annual Shrimp Boil!  Sat-
urday, July 23, Shrimp, Bratwurst, Corn 
& Red-skin potatoes … all prepared 
dockside and poured onto tables to eat 
with your fingers!  Reservations are re-
quired for this event, and seating is lim-
ited so please call soon! 

As always I am available if you have any 
questions, comments or concerns to 
make our Macatawa Bay Yacht Club the 
best it can be!   julie@mbyc.com See you 
all soon, Julie Vanderveer
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VanderLeek
Hospice Regatta
It’s not too soon to plan for a fun day on 
and off the water on Saturday, August 
13. This Regatta, that honors MBYC 
Past Commodore Paul Vanderleek, has 
become the major fund raiser for Hos-
pice of Holland patient care. Since its 
inception nine years ago a NET amount 
of $595,063 has been raised.

As in the past, two courses will be set on 
Lake Michigan: a Windward/Leeward 
course for the diehard racers and a Tri-
angular course for the “Comfort Cruis-
ers”. All the on the water action will be 
“video droned” to show at our Club and 
Yacht Basin that evening. After the Re-
gatta an Ice Cream Social and Awards 
presentation will take place at MBYC. 
The fun then continues at Yacht Basin 
Marina with a corn roast & chicken din-
ner, a silent and live auction and danc-
ing to the tunes of Square Pegz.

Entry forms, Notice of Race and Sailing 
Instructions can be found on the MBYC 

website and at www.vanderleekcup.com.  
You’ll notice that Yacht Scoring, a com-
prehensive yacht racing program, is be-
ing used this year. So sign up now! In 
this case it’s better to be “over early” than 
late. Tom Slanec
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Opti Great Lakes regatta photos pro-
vided by on-the-water photographers 
Marcy Beyer and Doug Slade.
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Campus Report

The joy in rain can be seen splashed across 
the skies as a rainbow. And yet, at first, 
all I see is the rain-swollen, mud-colored 
river winding it’s way to Lake Macatawa 
after Spring’s many downpours. Colored 
with nutrients, excess sediment, and al-
gae, Lake Macatawa is listed by the state 
of Michigan as impaired, falling outside 
the standards established by the Clean 
Water Act. The primary culprit is non-
point source pollution, largely agricul-
tural runoff. It 
is hard to find 
the rainbow. 
Until I start 
looking. 

In early May, 
the Environ-
mental Protec-
tion Agency 
awarded the Macatawa Area Coordinat-
ing Council $473,111 in Great Lakes 
Restoration monies to help fund the 
Macatawa Watershed Agricultural Wa-
ter Quality Restoration. Supplemented 
with Project Clarity/Outdoor Discovery 
Center monies, the grant will focus on 

implementing best management prac-
tices (BMPs) to reduce soil and nutrient 
losses on fifteen farms used to grow pri-
marily corn and soybeans. The funding 
spans a three-year time period and will 
include solutions such as planting crop 
covers (like oats and winter wheat) dur-
ing the off-season so live roots help hold 
the soil; using gypsum as a fertilizer sup-
plement to increase the water holding 
capacity of the soil; and implementing 
residue management practices to mini-
mize soil disruption. 

But what happens at the end of the 
three years? Will those farms and the 
neighboring farms participating in the 
educational portion of the grant, opt to 
implement those BMPs permanently? 
Voluntarily? Will they choose to absorb 
the incremental cost? And what hap-
pens if voluntary programs do not move 
the needle sufficiently to get our lake 
within legally acceptable “Total Maxi-
mum Daily Loads” of nutrients, the tool 
used to evaluate the quality of the lake’s 
water?  

Seeking the Joy in Rain According to the Michigan Farm Bu-
reau, in 2014 there were over 54,000 
farms generating approximately $101 
billion annually to the state’s economy. 
How will our local, state, and federal 
governments choose to balance the need 
to support long-term growth and devel-
opment in agriculture with the respon-
sibility to protect our water? Should 
taxpayer subsidies to farms be tied to 
implementing BMPs to ensure we have 
clean, safe water? Should there be new 
subsidies? If voluntary programs aren’t 
effective, should there be mandates? 

I don’t pretend to know the answers to 
these questions. What I do know is that 
in our community, there are farmers, 
scientists, and leaders working together 
to find solutions for the lake on which 
we keep our boat and spend our sum-
mer evenings. And that has the potential 
to be the pot of gold at the end of the 
rainbow. 

To learn what you can do to help im-
prove the quality of our water, visit 
http://www.marymckschmidt.com.
Mary MckSchmidt

Women’s Brunch photos taken by 
MBYC staff photographer.
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Communications Report

Sailing ReportFinancial Report

Summer is in full gear and a lot is hap-
pening around the club. We are work-
ing to keep 
the website 
up to date to 
keep every-
one informed 
of events and 
results of rac-
es. Improve-
ments have 
been made to 
the website for notice of races and scor-

The Club is off to a strong start for 2016 
through May, with revenue, gross profit 
and net income all ahead of both last 
year’s year-to-date results and our 2016 
year-to-date budget.  Member, bar, din-
ing and ban-
quet revenues 
are all ahead 
of budget.  At 
the same time, 
total expenses 
are also favor-
able to budget.  
We continue 
to be in a very strong position in terms 
of both cash on hand and working capi-
tal of $336,363 and $339,313, respec-
tively.  This compares to $180,107 and 
$188,342, respectively, at this time last 
year.  We have not drawn on our Line of 
Credit at this time, consistent with the 
prior year, and our improved cash and 
working capital position should contrib-
ute to both a reduced need to borrow 
and a delay in when we would need to 
draw on the line later in the year.  Lastly, 
the mortgage balance continues to am-
ortize down on schedule as we make our 

What a great season for sailing this year. 
The MBJA with Scott Derby as the race 
chairman, hosted 70 opti’s for the Opti 
Great Lakes regatta June 17-19. The 
wind was a bit fickle, but  Sunday made 
up for it as they 
got a few more 
races off. The 
Commodore’s 
Cup had over 
30 boats par-
ticipate as 
Grant Cheney 
orchestrated 
the perfect re-
gatta with Coppersmith as the primary 
sponsor. If anyone ventured to Chicago 
to see the America’s Cup World Series, I 
am sure that they were not disappoint-
ed. What an event to have here on fresh 
water in our back yard. There were hun-
dreds of thousands of spectators on land 
and sea to watch the six countries battle 
at 30 mph in front of Navy Pier. Sailing 
sure has come a long way. The sailing 
school has been excessively busy with 
kids learning to sail from the very best. 
Thanks Cappy! The VX 1 fleet has been 
the new hotrod here at the club and is 
steadily growing. Go and get it! 

MBYC is hosting the Tripp Cup to Mil-
waukee June 29th. This is the first time 
we’ve hosted the start in over 30 years. 
It will be nice to see several boats and 
sailors here enjoying our beautiful club. 
Enjoy the month of July and good luck 
to all Mac racers! Phil Wisniewski

monthly payments, with a current bal-
ance of $939,400 outstanding.

In summary, as we kick off the summer 
of 2016, our Club is in a sound financial 
position.  The Board and management 
will continue to monitor club operations 
to maintain this position.  In so doing, 
we will continue to balance being finan-
cially conservative, paying down our 
debt, with maintaining and fostering 
the best yacht club experience possible 
for you, our members. Lou Moran

ing. It was brought to our attention that 
some out of date information was on the 
site. We are working to keep informa-
tion current and appropriate. Keep the 
submissions and photos coming. The 
TV’s in the bar are working for laptop 
and camera input and have been used 
for special events.
 
As they say, “Keep the cards and letters 
coming”. Dave Shipman

Communications cont.

Continued - bottom next column
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Offshore #2

Inshore Racing

JY Open

WMYSA Spring Lake

Women’s JY

Macatawa Bay Yacht Club
2157 South Shore Drive PO #207
Macatawa, Michigan 49434

Monday July 4  July 4 Buffet
    MBJYC Ice Cream Social
Saturday July 16 MBJYC Pool Olympics
Saturday July 23 Shrimp Boil
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