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By the time that you read this, hopefully spring will be only a
couple of weeks away.  Spring is the transition between winter
and summer.  Spring is also by definition in a verb sense, “to
move upward or forward in a single quick motion or a series
of such motions”.  We would like to think of spring at
Macatawa Bay Yacht Club to be a season of forward motion
toward our mission.  As a reminder, the action plan this year
to achieve measurable and significant progress toward our
mission is, in brief; One: encourage multi-generational and
active boater membership; Two: provide the best in sailing,
racing, technique, seamanship, safety, cruising and
sportsmanship; Three: corporately support initiatives to
permanently clean, restore and maintain the waters of Lake
Macatawa; Four: provide and maintain an exceptional
swimming pool experience; Five: provide “simply elegant”
dining, entertaining and service experience and; Six: refine
our governance model which includes the Club Bylaws.

You will read about the great work toward these goals by the
Committee Chairs in this Windscoop.  The Flag wishes to
consider challenging our Club membership to assist in
contributing toward making our Club achieve excellence in
all things and in particular with goal Two, to provide the best
in sailing, racing, technique, seamanship, safety, cruising and
sportsmanship.  Let’s consider three “spring opportunities”:
Explore, Engage and Involve.

Explore – How  can we engage and involve more members
in the joy of sailing and racing?  In quoting an MBYC member
who is very active in all four seasons of racing, “How do we
get our members to want  to be part of the race committee?”
Further, he states that at another club that he belongs to “the
members are on a waiting list to be accepted as part of the
race committee.  The race committee there is a unique “club”
and all are proud participants each wearing special race
committee shirts.  Around their club, they are viewed as
ambassadors. They work hard at what they do and the simple

fact that they are seen with the “club team wear” projects that
they are a significant asset to the Club.” Wow!!  So simple, yet
so vital!

Engage - How do we attract members in the sport of sailing
including all aspects of the sport; crew, race committee,
helpers?  Perhaps the greatest way to be an attractive venue
for members to engage in the sport of sailing and racing is to
provide an open forum for any of us to participate.  Like
anything, knowledge brings confidence.  Confidence brings
enthusiasm and enthusiasm creates action.  So how do we
engage the members in learning the “how” of the sport of
sailing and supporting its activities?

Involve – How do we create an environment where more
members want to participate in the sport of sailing?  Perhaps
the answer lies with us.  With approximately 50% of the MYBC
members who are actively involved in boating, either sailing
or power boating, we are equipped with an exceptional line-
up of award winning characters. Among us are cruisers who
have accomplished an Atlantic crossing, those who have
completed the “Great Circle” and those who have competed
in world events. Power boaters will bring much needed
expertise and experience to the MBYC race committee team.
It was 1973 when Wide Track, a 38 foot steel hull Roamer
cabin cruiser served as the Race Committee boat.  During
those times, a silver cannon was used for the official start of
all or most MBYC races.  On a sunny late Sunday morning,
the beginning of an offshore Ensign race was begun with the
normal routine of countdown of time and colored flags.  Then
the tradition of the boom of the cannon commenced the
race.  What seemed like any other typical start to an MBYC
off-shore race, this one was different for the race committee.
As the lanyard was pulled to activate the cannon, the barrel
slipped down from its upward trajectory to aim directly into
the interior of the cockpit of the mahogany lined steel hull
Roamer.  The paper wadding from the blank shell propelled
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Our Wind Scoop cover photos were
taken during the bitter winters of
2014 and 2015. The 2014 Winter
slowed down construction. This
winter  members, staff and Board
experienced another bitter winter
while enjoying the brand new club-
house. Both photos were provided
by club documentary photographer
and Judge Advocate, JD Stone.

All members are invited to send
club photos to the Wind Scoop edi-
tor at: jonbontekoe@gmail.com.

It is that time of the year for all
members to update their Logbook
photos. Take a look at your 2014
Logbook photo and agree you need
to submit a new one. Send it to the
club office or directly to your edi-
tor at: jonbontekoe@gmail.com.
Deadline: March 25, 2015!

Saturday February 14

Flag Report continued from Page 2
forcefully through the cockpit mahogany liner and splatted against the sturdy steel
hull.  It made for quite a trophy for some time.  Certainly it was a great conversation
piece.  The point here is you never know how much fun and memories you’ll
make out on the water unless you give it a try.

So won’t you join the group of already dedicated and committed members who
serve and at the same time provide a wealth of experience and camaraderie with
our sailing and racing at Macatawa Bay Yacht Club? Learn about it by jumping in.
Engage in the activity of race committee or other needed on-the-water experiences
and be a committed member of this “club”.  Finally, involve others to join you to
be part of this “club”.

Like most things, a well-known speaker stated “it’s the things you do that you don’t
have to do that will always make a difference when it’s too late to do anything
about it.”   Let’s get off the pier and jump in with both feet MBYC!

For more information on how to get involved please email Phil Wisniewski at
philw@iserv.net or Lisa Ruoff at growthfin@aol.com.
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Valentine’s Day Diners



5

Manager’s Report

Valentine’s Day dinner featured 160
attending dinner in three seatings.
A beautiful very cold mid-winter
evening at the club. Ice outside
with an Eagle who visited during
dinner. Dining room is now open
Thursday and Friday evenings.
Come and enjoy. Photos by Julie

What a wonderful membership we have.
It was 2 degrees with negative wind chill
and 35-50 mile per hour winds here on
the lakeshore.  Conditions were near
whiteout and I was fearing cancellations
on February 14th for our Valentines
Dinner at the club. Never underestimate
MBYC members!   We had three full
seatings and 160 members attend, despite
the winter
w e a t h e r .
Thank you for
the support,
allowing us to
keep having
these off-season
special events
and to re-open!

We are very excited be to be re-opening
earlier this season! We are open every
Thursday and Friday evening with
weekly menus during the months of
March and April. Check the website often
for our menu choices and hours of
operation during this time.  Thursday
evenings will still feature local musicians
as well.  They set up and play in the bar
area until we have nice enough weather
to move them outside.  Please, if you are
in the area during these months think of
us first for your dinners and special
events!  Our earlier opening is allowing

us to keep more staff from last season
and they will be instrumental in training
summertime staff as well.

Reminder from the office: According to
MBYC bylaws the annual dues are due
in full the first of March.   Sarah, my
office assistant, will be diligent about
adding late fees this season. Anything past
30 days will be subject to late charges on
your next statement. We also have the
2015 stickers for the back of your
membership cards available in the office.
If your dues have been paid in full either
stop by or let us know and we can send
them out to you.

 As always if you ever have any questions
or observations about our club I’d love
to know!  You can always e-mail me at
julie@mbyc.com or call me at the offices
616-335-5815. Before we know it, we
will be sitting on the patio and watching
the sails go by. In the snowflakes I keep
telling myself that! Julie Vanderveer

Project Clarity is a collaborative
community partnership to clean and
restore the waters of the Lake Macatawa
Watershed.  The goal is to reduce the
pollutants (sediment and nutrients) in
Lake Macatawa by 70%. The plan
focuses on five areas: land acquisition,
wetland and stream bank restoration,
implementation of land best
management practices, community
education and maintenance.

We are pleased to welcome the Project
Clarity team to Macatawa Bay Yacht Club

to present the science behind the
initiative, updates on projects and to
educate each of us on how to become
water quality advocates.  Please plan on
attending one of the presentations at the
club: Thursday evenings 6:30 – 7:30 pm,
April 9, May 14, June 11.

Project Clarity: Cleaning up Lake Macatawa
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Sailing ReportHouse Committee Report Campus Committee Report
It’s great to see the club open again and
before long it will be time to get the boats
in the water.  Anyone that dry sailed a
boat last year will be receiving your dry-
sail contract
renewal in the
mail in March.
A prompt
response will
help us plan for
how we can
best maximize
the dry-sail/
parking area.

We have added some floor tile inside the
club along the route from the kitchen to
the east side of the bar.  This area was
hard to keep clean and the tile will help.
We are in the process of replacing the
tent in the pool area where ice cream and
cold drinks are sold.  The new tent will
be in place for the start of the season.
Think Spring! Jim DeWilde

I am pleased to report that we are in the
process of finalizing some exciting
changes to our MBYC menu. We are
keeping many favorites like, salmon,
whitefish, perch & prime rib, but adding
more salads, wraps and burgers.  In the
meantime, you can continue to enjoy the
great offerings Frank has been preparing
for the Thursday/Friday offseason
dining. We are also revamping our wine
selections, though keeping some favorites
there too.  So far we have done two wine
tasting sessions and four more are
scheduled through early March. Our
vendors will
also be working
with us to
choose wines
that pair well
with the
offerings on
our menu.
Once this
process is
finalized, we will go to print with the
new menus.

As beautiful as our new club is, there have
been concerns over inadequate lighting
at the dining tables on the periphery of
the room.  We are looking at various
table lamp options.

Thanks to Julie and her staff who are
continuing to work hard in the offseason
to prepare for a great 2015 summer
season! Susan Wolfe

A Boater Safety Course will be offered at
Macatawa Bay Yacht Club on April 18.
It will be taught by the Ottawa County
Sheriff ’s Marine Division. The course will
cover boat safety and safety underway.
Attendees will learn how to prevent
problems at sea and what to do if they
arise. There is a maximum of 30
attendees and advanced registration is
required. Watch the website for more
information or contact the club.

I hope that everyone enjoyed the winter
and got a chance to use the club with
our great new hours. The sailing calendar
for the season is near completion with
the addition of hosting the Melges 17
National Championship during the
weekend of May 29-31. This will be a
grand event as sailors from across the
country spar for the title. A huge
congratulations to Michael Kiss and his
crew who won the Melges 20 Miami
Winter Series February 6, 7 and 8. They
competed against 36 boats to claim the
win. Great job Michael!

In early February several MBYC sailors
had success at the St Petersburg NOOD
regatta. Michael Norris on Flash Rider
scored a solid
second in the
VX One class.
M a t r o s ,
skippered by
Tom Bryant
with Mary
Bryant, Davis
Bryant, Tanner
Bryant and Anne Bryant Gamache
finished second in the S2 7.9 Class despite
missing two races due to a shroud failure
(but they saved the rig!). Additionally,
John Arendshorst, Roger Gamache, Dani
Rast, and Jackie Gamache sailed Navega
Racing in a smaller, but very competitive
J70 class.

For more highlights and other racing
news, please visit our very own Racer’s
Beat, on the MBYC website. Also, stay
tuned for some go fast knowledge racing
seminars scheduled the first 3-4
Wednesday nights in April. Think spring.
Phil Wisniewski
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Membership & MarketingCommunications Report Treasurer’s Report
Macatawa Bay Yacht Club cruisers and
racers have been busy since the boats were
pulled and the pool was drained. Bareboat
charters are in full swing as some of our
members are taking advantage of the sun
and trade winds in the islands. MBYC
racers are tearing it up down south.
Check Racer’s Beat under the Sailing
banner on our website front page for the
latest news and race results. Mac Bay is
represented in most of the major regattas
and our sailors are placing well in the
standings. Collegiate sailing will be
starting soon and we have members on
some of the top teams.

The Great Lakes Marine Weather Seminar
is a one-day seminar on May 2 at the
Macatawa Bay Yacht Club. It is designed
to provide Great Lakes boaters with an
understanding of basic marine
meteorology. Attendees will learn about
the forces controlling the wind, the
formation and movement of low
pressure systems, wave forecasting, and
how to identify the conditions favoring
the development of severe weather.
Attendees will develop a basic forecasting
resource kit based upon publicly available
government and university websites.
There is a maximum of 60 attendees and
lunch will be provided. Mark Thornton
of Lake Erie
WX is the
instructor. He
is a sailor and
meteorologist
with over
twenty years of
e x p e r i e n c e .
Watch the
website for more information or contact
the club. Advanced registration is
required.

With 2015 events at the club starting this
month, watch the What’s Happening
banner for reports on social affairs. For
the communications team, Dave
Shipman

With the start of the New Year, work on
the Club’s year-end compilation report
continues.  The compilation report is the
year-end financial report that is presented
to the membership during the spring
stockholder’s meeting. In addition to the
compilation report, the 2015 operating
budget and cash flow budget are being
developed.  The operating budget
provides your Board of Directors and the
Club Manager with a financial road map
for the upcoming season.  The operating
budget is developed by drawing on last
year’s financial performance as well as the
experience of
the Club
Manager and
the directors.

The draft of
the year-end
compi l a t ion
report and the
operating budget will be reviewed and
discussed by the Club’s Board of
Directors.  After presentation to the
Board the compilation report is finalized
by our accounting firm. The final
compilation report will be available at
the spring stockholder’s meeting.  For
those members who are not able to
attend the spring stockholder’s meeting
a copy of the year-end financial report is
available by contacting Julie or Sarah. I
am planning on having a summary of
the year-end financials in a forthcoming
Wind Scoop so that members will have
an opportunity to review the Club’s
performance prior to the spring
stockholder’s meeting. Tom Sligh

Boaters have priority membership
 As a club whose purpose is to promote
and encourage yachting and other aquatic
sports, it is important to maintain a
healthy balance between active boaters
and social members. Boaters who apply
for membership will be given priority
consideration until mid-May.  A broad
definition of
“boaters” is
being applied
to include
power and sail
boat owners,
active racing
crew, and
parents who are
actively involved in supporting youth
sailing via the Macatawa Bay Junior
Association, as opposed to just having a
child taking sailing lessons.

Applications received from non-boaters
are being held open and on file for
possible membership consideration at the
end of May.  At that time, your Board
will evaluate the number of available
openings as well as the updated
membership mix, and decide how to
proceed with membership additions. The
program started in mid-November to
give priority consideration to “legacies”
(sons and daughters of current members)
has been a real success with twelve
additions, and “legacies” will continue to
be first in line for new membership
consideration. Total membership
excluding Inactive now stands at 465. Al
Wilson

Pictures: Page 6 shows Gamache
boat “Matros” racing in the St. Pe-
tersburg NOODs. Page 7 shows
Michael Kiss and crew taking first
place honors in the Miami Melges
20 regattta. Thanks to Joy Dunigan
for professional photos.
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Macatawa Bay Yacht Club
2157 South Shore Drive
Macatawa, Michigan 49434

Dining in March & April: Thurs & Fri 5-9 pm
Friday March 13 St. Patrick’s Day Party
Wednesday April 15 Tax Day Party
Saturday April 18 Boaters’ Safety Course 8am-1pm
Saturday May 2 Weather Seminar
Sunday May 10 Mothers’ Day Brunch
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