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It is the season when we celebrate Independence Day.  Inde-
pendence Day brings back memories for Macatawa Bay Yacht 
Club.  It was 52 years ago on July 4, 1963 that our second 
clubhouse went down in flames. So how did the fire start?  
That’s a good question and we’re not sure of the answer.  But 
we do know a few interesting facts around the fire episode 
in1963 that brought our clubhouse down to the ground. 
First, as the story goes from Seymour Padnos, the news of 
the clubhouse burning came initially to Seymour and then 
House Manager and MBYC member Jim White while sailing 
in the Queen’s Cup.  As Seymour and his crew including Jim 
White were heading home from the race they were dialing in 
their location with Seymour’s Sony experimental RDF.  For 
us novice electronic geniuses, a radio direction finder (RDF) 
is a device for finding the direction, or bearing, to a radio 
source. The act of measuring the direction is known as radio 
direction finding. RDF is widely used as a radio navigation 
system, especially with boats and aircraft. So while tuning in 
their heading, they happen across a radio frequency known 
as WHTC 1450 AM in Holland.  The news announcer was 
relaying the day’s top news story of the day.  He went on 
to say, “the Macatawa Bay Yacht Club burnt to the ground 
last night.”  Shocked in disbelief, Jim White said to Seymour 
and others, “I leave for a couple days and they burn the place 
down!”  

Fast forward to April 2013 while the leadership is presenting 
the new clubhouse feasibility study to a large group of MBYC 
members at the clubhouse.  The clubhouse was considered to 
be near its life’s end with much work to be done.  While pre-
senting the information of a potential new clubhouse some-
thing very interesting occurred!  The eighty or so members in 
attendance that evening heard a loud crack.  The sound came 
from the Commodore Room.  Around the perimeter of the 
room a molding near the ceiling of the room held the 80 or 
so Commodore photos.  They were all wedged into this space 
and frankly were difficult to remove…until that evening! Hav-
ing heard the crash, Dave Sligh Jr. walked to the Commodore 

Room while the 
meeting continued 
to proceed without 
much interrup-
tion other than the 
loud noise from the 
crash.  Upon Dave’s re-entry into the dining room where the 
meeting was held, Dave offered to the member audience what 
he had found. Dave went on to say, “Ladies and gentlemen, I 
would like to announce that we have at least one vote of con-
fidence to move forward with the new clubhouse.”  Dave went 
on to say, “You see the crash sound that we heard was from 
a Commodore’s photo that had fallen to the floor from the 
wedged shelf. The Commodore whose photo fell and crashed 
happened to be Mr. Leonard D. Verdier, who happened to be 
the Commodore of MBYC during the 1963-1964 season, the 
year of the fire!”

Later that evening, a call was made to share this story with 
Leonard’s son and active member Dave Verdier.  Dave asked 
me if we were still at the club. I responded that we were still 
there.  He kindly instructed me to go look at his dad’s photo 
to see if I could see something unique in his photo.  I did as he 
said and couldn’t believe what I saw.  In the lower right corner, 
there is a symbol of a torch!  While laughing and speaking to 
Dave, he said that nearly no one knew that this symbol was on 
his photo.  He went on to share that this was his Dad’s doing 
and represented his humor and lighter side of this significant 
moment in our club’s history.

So the next time you’re enjoying the Commodore Room spon-
sored by the Brooks Family of Five Generations and the Sam 
and Jeani Martin Family, take the time to toast Commodore 
Verdier whose light hearted humor and leadership lead our 
club through the ashes and towards the next 50 years of build-
ing family experiences and memories at Macatawa Bay Yacht 
Club.

Dick Becker
Vice Commodore

Lisa Ruoff
Rear Commodore

Jeff Elhart
Commodore

Flag  Report
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MBYC Flag Officers
Commodore     Jeff Elhart
Vice Commodore    Dick Becker
Rear Commodore    Lisa Ruoff 
Board of Directors
Immediate Past Commodore Bob 
Malone
Treasurer     Tom Sligh
Secretary     Rod Schmidt
Director     Jim DeWilde
Director Alun Wilson
Director     Dianne DeRoseau 
Director     Phil Wisniewski
Director     Susan Wolfe
Director Scott Brooks
Director Dave Shipman
Judge Advocate  JD Stone 
Management
General Manager: Julie Vanderveer
Executive Chef: Frank Miller
Outside Manager : Douglas Knapp
Restaurant Manager: Irena Miller
Sailing Director: Brendan Larrabee
Admin Assistant: Sarah Tanis
Wind Scoop Editor Jon Bontekoe
Web Scoop  Nick De Foe

Our Wind Scoop cover photo this 
month was taken by Doug Slade 
while helping as Markset boat in 
the Commodore’s Cup. The boat 
is Matros and crewed by Roger 
Gamache, family and friends.

All members are invited to send 
club photos to the Wind Scoop 
editor at: 
 jonbontekoe@gmail.com.

Race Committee volunteers after 
participating in Commodore’s Cup 
race management duties.

2:00 - 4:00 PM
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June was kids having fun month 
at MBYC. There was a great dance 
in the main dining hall - where the 
kids actually danced. On Father’s 
Day there was the traditional fish-
ing tournament. Thanks to parent 
and club member Marcy Beyer for 
all the great pictures.
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Sailing ReportGeneral Manager’s Report

Blue Water Cruising 
Presentation

Thursday, July 30 at 7:00 PM
Rudy Vedovell, MBYC’s long distance 
cruiser with a trans Pacific crossing in 
his resume, will be presenting a free talk 
and picture show of his best cruising ad-
ventures. Rudy, along with member Don 
Hillebrands crossed the Pacific aboard the 
27 foot sloop ‘Chamois’.  Rudy will talk 
about the Pacific trip and some of his other 
cruising adventures, including swimming 
with a porpoise, scuba diving with sharks 
and an encounter with a 100 foot long 
humpback whale. There is no cost. Come 
out for an interesting night with MBYC’s 
cruising veteran. You’ll be glad you did.

Summer is here and the MBYC cam-
pus has come to life. Doug Knapp and 
his crew have 
done an out-
standing job 
getting every-
thing readied 
for the season. 
Our dock staff 
in their bright 
yellow shirts 
are there to as-
sist you. The dock staff can be reached 
on channel 9 with your marine radio or 
with the button located in the lobby of 
the junior sailing center. Do not hesitate 
to ask for their help. 

We have a beautiful new tent for con-
cessions at the pool. There has also been 
a new heating element installed for the 
pools heating system.  I have noticed 
several of our club members walking and 
riding bicycles to the club this spring. 
My many thanks go out to you…every 
extra available parking space helps. See 
you at the club,  Jim DeWilde      

Campus Committee Report

Twenty-three Melges 17s from Wiscon-
sin, Indiana, Michigan and Chile gath-
ered at Macatawa Bay Yacht Club for 
their 2015 National Championship on 
Friday May 29th.  Racing commenced 
Friday afternoon on Lake Macatawa, 
with two races completed before the im-
manent threat of thunderstorms ended 
racing for the day.  Saturday saw two 
more races completed before a com-
bination of very light wind and thick 
fog ended racing. The fleet gathered 
in the MBYC Commodore’s room on 
Saturday evening for food, fellowship, 
and live music provided by fleet mem-
bers Tom Bryant and “Doc” John Ar-
endshorst.  Sunday morning brought 
bright sunshine but the fleet postponed 
ashore waiting for the easterly breeze to 
moderate to “raceable” conditions.  RJ 
Porter’s Full Throttle decided to test the 
conditions and ended up giving a clinic 
on “self - rescuing” at the mouth of the 
harbor.  After a 2.5 hour postponement, 
PRO Barb Gamache reluctantly aban-
doned racing.

With 4 completed races, the 2015 Mel-
ges 17 National Champion was Harry 
Melges IV from Lake Geneva. Top 
MBYC boat was Chad Coberly(8) fol-
lowed by Charlie Sligh (17) with Bren-
dan Larrabee crewing.  Roger Gamache

Melges 17 Nationals

Summer is in absolute full swing! We just 
had a very successful Commodores Cup re-
gatta with major wind shifts and frustrating 
fog. Race chair Grant Cheney gathered a fleet 
of 17 boats from 110’s, to 7.9’s and 7 PHRF 
boats which many had traveled from Muske-
gon. The Queens 
Cup to South 
Haven was well 
represented by 
the club as the 
Mac and Super 
Mac is on the 
horizon. For 
those who do not 
know, the Super 
Mac boats smile 
and wave as they pass by Mackinac Island, 
traverse into Lake Huron and finish in Port 
Huron! Can you say long distance race? The 
club’s next major offshore regatta is the Bemis 
Smythe which will be held 7/12-7/16. Things 
are happening fast so do not forget our Thurs-
day night ladies JY, Friday JY open fun nights 
and our new fleet with Jack Knoblauch at the 
helm, the Soling1 Meter RC boats which will 
race in front of the club on select Thursdays. 
Isn’t it great here? Phil Wisniewski

Well, there’s lots of fun events to look 
forward to in July!  Always keep an eye on 
the website for the most up to date infor-
mation on our club events!  I’m having 
a hard time believing June is past us and 
am hoping for  
warmer  and 
more pleas-
ant weather 
for July!  We 
are once again 
enjoying our 
fun “Thirsty 
T h u r s d a y s ” 
with live music and $2 Draft Beer and 

House Wines every Thursday evening 
until Labor Day.  The music will be 
outside if weather allows and runs from 
6:30 – 10:30pm.  There will be a buffet 
available on the East porch on Thursday 
by 6:30 pm if you’d like a faster choice 
for dining during the busy Thursday 
evenings. I’m going to keep it short and 
simple this month and just want every-
one to know that if you have any ques-
tions or concerns I’m always available 
by phone or e-mail.   Let’s get busy and 
make this the best summer ever! Thank 
you to Bill & Lisa Ruoff who sponsored 
CPR/AED certification for eight em-
ployees. Julie Vanderveer 
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Membership & Marketing

House Committee Report

As of the end of May the Club’s financial 
picture continues to look good.  Our 
revenue and profit exceed both last year’s 
figures and our year to date 2015 bud-
get.  The Club’s interim internal finan-
cial statements show revenue through 

May 2015 
was $824,372 
and bottom 
line profit was 
$355,200 after 
depreciation of 
$54,516.  The 
large profit fig-
ure reflects the 

booking of member’s annual dues and 
new members dues and initiation fees as 
well as slip fees, and to a lesser extent, 
dining and banquet revenue.  The Club’s 
operating line of credit is fully paid off 
and I do not anticipate having to draw 
on the line of credit until the fall.  As we 
progress into the summer season, rev-
enue from dining, bar and banquet will 
play a larger role.  This will be our first 
full season in the new club house and 
your Board, club management and your 
Treasurer will be keeping a close eye on 
club financial performance as we enter 
our most active months. Tom Sligh

Treasurer’s Report
Membership Cap of 500 Reached
Not only did we hit the 500 member 
level at the June Board meeting, your 
club now has a file of applications from 
persons interested in joining when 
openings develop.   Singles, couples, and 
families count as one member meaning 
the number of persons with club privi-
leges is actually much higher than 500.   
Legacies will continue to be accepted re-
gardless of count while priority will con-
tinue to be given to Juniors and boaters 
when openings are available.

Welcome to new legacy members Na-
than & Elisabeth Bauman, daughter of 

Welcme to new members. Since dining is a big part of the 
MBYC experience, we want to take this opportunity to de-
scribe who we are and what we offer from a dining perspec-
tive: MBYC is a family-friendly club with a welcoming and 
casual ambiance. We offer a fresh 
and appealing food menu along 
with exciting wine, beer and bever-
age selections. We strive to provide 
a personalized dining experience. 
Our open dining creates high flex-
ibility for members; therefore, your 
patience is appreciated during peak 
service times.

We continue to adjust to the new normal in our new facility.  
That means busier dining areas and parking lot, as well as 
increased rentals. Thanks go out to Julie and her staff, who 
continue to work hard to make your experience at MBYC a 

Dean & Linda Overman and Mark & 
Amanda Vandevusse, daughter of John 
& Marilyn Tammi.   Our Junior level 
membership is growing with Christopher 
Nyland, Nathan Smith, Audrey Lange-
jans,  Blake Peterson plus Kolin Kazen 
& Joylynne 
Hengst. 

Your Flag Of-
ficers, Julie 
Vanderveer 
and others 
conducted an 
event to help 
new mem-
bers better understand all your club has 
to offer.  In addition to presentations on 
club history, organization, key policies, 
culture, and MBJA, new members had 
the opportunity to chat and sign up for 
fun events such as Social, Race Commit-
tee, radio controlled boat racing, Ladies 
JY15 racing, Friday night open racing, 
and crewing. Al Wilson

Ladies Saturday Luncheon



�

Macatawa Bay Yacht Club
2157 South Shore Drive
Macatawa, Michigan 49434

Saturday July 4  Fourth of July Buffet
    MBJYC Ice Cream Social   
Saturday July 18 MBJYC Pool Olympics
    Shrimp Boil
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