
�

June 2016 www.mbyc.com

MACATAWA BAY YACHT CLUB  •   2157 SOUTH SHORE DRIVE  •  MACATAWA, MI 49434  •   616-335-5815



�

at the hobo bonfire…the MBJYC  Monday breakfast buf-
fet fund raiser was low calorie….and great…the  Blessing of 
the Fleet was one of the largest in recent history………the 
weather for the entire weekend was the best in thousands 
of years….so…if you didn’t enjoy YOUR club …you really 
missed out.  Don’t let these great times slip away with  family, 
friends, boats and water.”

Dick Becker
Commodore

Flag  Report

Tom Sligh
Rear Commodore

Lisa Ruoff
Vice Commodore

“This Memorial day weekend will go into the books as the 
BEST EVER for MBYC members.  We had a great general 
membership meeting on Friday…superb buffet dinner….
wonderful sailing and power boating for the boats on Lake 
Michigan…and Lake Mac…super regatta for the big boats 
and the little boats…great pool weather…the socks were 
burned with considerable fanfare…the kids loved the s’mores 
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upcoming events.  In June we have the 
Ladies Brunch on June 10th, Father’s 
Day Fishing Tournament on June 19th 
and New Member Reception on June 
23rd.   Please call the office at 616-335-
5815 if you are not receiving weekly e-
blasts as well. 
We have started our popular “Thirsty 
Thursdays” with $2 wine and $2 Draft 
Beer choices. This will continue through 
Labor Day.   There will be entertainment 
in the bar or on the patio on Thursday 
nights (weather permitting). Musicians 
play from 6:30 -10:30. 
We are excited about our Weekly Club 
Creations menus … these are rotating 
entrée selections.  Please let me know if 
there’s an entrée you would like to see 
on our menu this summer. Looking for-
ward to a fun summer 2016!  
Julie Vanderveer

MBYC Flag Officers
Commodore     Dick Becker
Vice Commodore    Lisa Ruoff
Rear Commodore    Tom Sligh
Board of Directors
Immediate Past Commodore Jeff 
Elhart 
Treasurer     Lou Moran
Secretary     Rod Schmidt
Director     Jim DeWilde
Director Pat Walker
Director     Dianne DeRoseau 
Director     Phil Wisniewski
Director     Susan Wolfe
Director Grant Cheney
Director Dave Shipman
Judge Advocate  JD Stone 
Management
General Manager: Julie Vanderveer
Executive Chef: Frank Miller
Outside Manager : Joe Gorris
Restaurant Manager: Irena Miller
Sailing Director: Cappy Capper
Admin Assistant: Sarah Tanis
Wind Scoop Editor Jon Bontekoe
Web Scoop  Nick De Foe

M a c a t a w a  B a y 

Y a c h t  C l u b

Our cover photo this month was tak-
en by Doug Slade on Friday, May 28 
at the 2-day MBYC races. Pictured is 
Bob Hughes’ TP52 ‘Heartbreaker.’ Two 
additional TP 52s participated in this 
the first race of the season for these big 
boats.

Send photos to:
jonbontekoe@gmail.com or to our 
manager Julie (Julie @mbyc.com)

Manager’s Report

Coast Guard 
Auxilliary 

Boat Inspections
Saturday June 11

9:00 - 14:00

It was a wonderful kick off to our sum-
mer season having such beautiful weath-
er on Memorial Day weekend!  All of 
our events were well attended and we 
appreciated many members remember-

ing to make 
reservations.   
We are happy 
to have a num-
ber of return-
ing staff this 
season who are 
helping us to 
train our new 

staff members, 
so please introduce yourselves to them. 
We appreciate your patience while they 
train.  
We are striving to keep our website up 
to date this year, so please check 
“mbyc.com” often for information on 

Page � opposite: Past commodores and 
spouses met for a Friday luncheon: in 
the evening the first ever membership 
meeting brought friends together.
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Burning of the Sox
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Burning of the Sox: an old ritual 
to banish winter by destroying 
our hole-filled socks. Photos by 
Mary Bontekoe and club staff.
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MBYC Offshore Racing
Memorial Weekend

MBYC Offshore racing May 28 & 
�9 featured three Trans Pac �� 
‘sled type’ boats including ‘Heart-
breaker’ owned by member Bob 
Hughes and two guest boats 
warming up for long distance 
Lake Michigan regattas.
 Race Photos by Doug Slade.



�

Blessing of the Fleet

Memorial Day traditional Blessing 
of the Fleet featured more boats 
than in any Blessing in memory 
being blessed with Holy Water by 
Father Mark Przybysz of St. An-
thony of Padua in Grand Rapids.
Photos submitted by club staff, Ed 
Kita, and your editor.
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Zachary and Quentin Beyer from MBYC 
along with Owen Bannasch from SYC 
sailed for the Hamilton Sailing Team 
and tied for third place during the Cher-
ryland Team Racing.  Snow, sleet, rain 
and a peek of the sun with winds in the 
mid-teens and gusts in the mid-twen-
ties allowed for 75 races to be completed 
during the weekend.  Traverse City put 
on a fabulous event and all the sailors 
who attended made new friends and had 
a great time.  If you’re a high school or 
middle school sailor you should put this 
event on your calendar for next spring. 
Quentin Beyer is skippering 420 #3 and 
brother Zachary #1.

MBJA Beyer brothers sail 
Traverse City Cherryland 
Regatta

Photos above show some of the 
kids activities of the weekend, 
including racing, a hobo bon-
fire, and helping serve the Bill 
Ash Memorial Day Breakfast.
Photos by club staff and Marcy 
Beyer.
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Like many outdoor enthusiasts bearing 
the scars of skin cancer, I use copious 
amounts of suntan lotion. I didn’t realize 
every time I jump in the lake or wash it 
off my body, I 
am potential-
ly putting the 
health of Lake 
M i c h i g a n’s 
e c o s y s t e m , 
as well as my 
own health, at 
risk.

The culprit is a microscopic particle of 
plastic called a microbead. A single con-
tainer of sunscreen contains between ten 
trillion and one hundred trillion of these 
tiny culprits. So small they are almost 
impossible to see with the naked eye, 
microbeads began appearing in prod-
ucts like toothpastes, deodorants, face 
washes, shaving creams, and sunscreens 
in the 1990s. Used primarily to create a 
silky texture, they are also used as bulk-
ing agents, exfoliates, teeth polishers, 
and to prolong product shelf life.

Most of the time, the microbeads are 
rinsed off our bodies and flushed down 
the drain. Because the majority of wa-
ter treatment plants cannot filter them, 
eventually the beads end up in surface 
waters like the Great Lakes. While some 

beads contain phthalates and bisphe-
nol-A (BPA), chemicals linked to health 
issues, the majority of beads contain 
polypropylene or polyethelyn. When 
the beads enter the waterways, they act 
as magnets, attracting other chemicals 
such as DDT (dichloro-diphenyl-tri-
chloroethane), PAHs (polyaromatic hy-
drocarbons) and PCBs (polychlorinated 
biphenyls). The more chemicals the 
beads absorb, the bigger they become 
until eventually the beads are mistaken 
for food, ingested by fish and wildlife, 
and passed up the food chain to hu-
mans. 

According to a study released by the 
State University of New York at Fredonia 
in 2013, there are 17,000 of these little 
balls of toxic chemicals in roughly one 
square foot of Lake Michigan water!

While there is little research available 
that directly links microbeads to health 
risks in humans, there is certainly enough 
potential risk based on the chemicals ei-
ther in the plastic beads or absorbed by 
them. Risks include cancer, damage to 
the liver, kidney, and nervous and repro-
ductive systems. As a result, Congres-
sional leaders worked across party lines 
in December to pass the Microbead-free 
Waters Act, legislation phasing out mi-
crobeads from personal care rinse-off 

products used to exfoliate or cleanse the 
skin and teeth. Products must be off re-
tail shelves by 2019. Unfortunately, sun-
screen is not considered a rinse-off prod-
uct. If we want microbeads eliminated 
from leave-on products like lotions, it 
falls on the shoulders of consumers. 

Please join me in scrutinizing the labels 
of your favorite sunscreens and hand lo-
tions. If the products contain polypro-
pylene or polyethelyn, call or email the 
manufacturer and voice your concern. 
I did. Within twenty-four hours, I was 
reading the company’s commitment to 
“reflect not only the latest science and 
new regulations, but also consumer 
views and concerns.” If enough of us 
make this an issue, we can eliminate mi-
crobeads from the lotions we slather on 
our bodies and those of our children and 
grandchildren! 

To learn more about this and other 
Great Lakes issues, visit my website at 
http://www.marymckschmidt.com.
Mary MckSchmidt

Sunscreen Lotions That Don’t Cause Harm

Junior instructor Jack Hemmelgarn takes 
the first group of students from Black River 
out sailing on the J-22. Purchased by MBJA 
it is the first keel boat owned by the club and 
will be used in the MBJA instructional pro-
grams. The purchase of the J22 was a test of 
the hypothesis that we can support a small 
fleet of instructional keelboats.  Initially, the 
boat will  be used for orienting our “kinder-
sailors” (5 -6 years old) to sailing before 
putting them into an Opti; allowing learn-
to-sail lessons when winds are too high for 
beginners to feel secure in a capsizable boat; 
and to provide adult instruction.  If this test 
works (and we already have evidence that 
it will) we can eventually expand the fleet, 
which would allow us to offer team racing 
and match racing training as well as pro-
mote participation in US Sailing national 
championships that are typically sailed in 3 
man keel boats. Roger Gamache

MBJA purchases J22
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Campus Report

Active Membership Capped at 500
Membership has reached the cap of 500 
established by the Board.  The Board 
has decided to operate at this level for 
one year and reevaluate the possibility 
for membership expansion at that time.  
Any new applicants will be put on the 
waitlist until an opening becomes avail-
able.  The cap does not include Junior 
level and legacy applicants.  We encour-
age any children of members who are 
aging out of the family’s membership, as 
well as other young people to please ap-
ply!      Continued next page-------->

Membership Report

Our first “Get to know your MBYC’s 
wines” event took place on May 13th.  It 
was well attended and members had the 
opportunity to sample 6 very good wines 
that we currently stock and sell both by 
the glass and by the bottle. Thanks goes 
out to our resident wine expert Mau-
reen Murphy 
and our awe-
some bartend-
er, Brian for 
choosing great 
wines. A wine 
and cheese par-
ty for only $10! 
Now that’s the 
best deal in town. Please join us on June 
3rd from 6 to 8 pm for our next wine 
event. It’s also a great way to mingle and 

House Report
The emergency training exercise with 
staff and Park Township Fire Depart-
ment was held in early May. Twenty eight 
local fire fighters and emergency person-
nel along with 
MBYC staff 
were on hand 
to review the 
club’s facili-
ties inside and 
out to be bet-
ter prepared 
if and when 
they are need-
ed. (Pictured on right) I attended the 
session and came away with a high level 
of comfort with the first responders that 
will have MBYC’s back during an emer-
gency. Thank you, Chief Scott Gamby 
and your team for your efforts. 

I would like to make everyone aware 
that the club has an Automated External 
Defibrillator (AED) on hand in case of 
a heart related medical emergency. The 
AED is located in the club house on the 
wall between the entrance to the main 
bar and kitchen.  The club has created a 
designated smoking area for those of you 
that enjoy smoking while on the MBYC 
grounds. The area is located along the 
west side of the main parking area just 
south of the pool bath house.  See you 
around the club, Jim DeWilde

meet some new members. 

We recently had an inquiry about our 
policy regarding the wearing of hats at 
MBYC.  Please be reminded that hats 
are not allowed to be worn in the main 
dining room, but are permitted in the 
bar area and on the patio. If the bar is 
at capacity and you need to dine in the 
main dining room, kindly remove your 
hat.

DID YOU KNOW??
At MBYC we try to recycle as much as 
we can.  The trash service we pay for 
provides that Chef container sorts all of 
our trash for recyclables.  We even re-
cycle our cooking oil.  Susan Wolfe
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Communications Report Sailing Report
 Spring has been very active at the club 
with youth racing and planning for a busy 
year of regattas. With improvements to our 
race management processes, we identified 
a need to make access to racing informa-
tion easier. A new tab was added to our 
web site to give sailors easier access to in-
formation. It is a dedicated Notice of Race 
tab for information on upcoming regattas. 
It can be used 
by race man-
agement to 
distribute in-
formation dur-
ing an event. 
A second tab 
was added for 
our new radio 
control sail-
boat fleet. Fleet 
information and scoring will be posted un-
der the RC Racing tab.
 Our TV’s are ready to be used for stream-
ing member content during special events. 
We can show highlights of on-the-water 
racing fresh off the water, college or pro-
fessional racing streams, electronic chalk 
talks, cruising photos, social function 
photos or videos, well, if it is appropriate 
for our audience, it can be shown on the 
monitors in our bars.
 Lastly, I’d like to welcome any member 
who wants to report on a race they attend-
ed, cruise they took or event they experi-
enced to write a short story, (with photos 
if possible), and send it to me to post on 
our web site. Stories bring us together and 
sailors have a lot of stories. For the com-
munications team, Dave Shipman

The season is in full swing with major 
sailing already happening here at the 
club. The MBJA has already had several 
kids through the Learn to Sail program 
with a full summer of activity on the 
schedule. As of 
this year, we 
are now giving 
adult Learn to 
Sail lessons by 
appointment 
from our 
sailing direc-
tor and other 
qualified in-
structors employed by the MBJA. If you 
have questions regarding the Adult Learn 
to Sail, please contact Cappy Capper.  
We have had over 115 high school and 
college sailors through here during two 

major regattas that went extremely well. 
The high school program is now official 
and is accepting kids from area schools. 
So spread the word to your teenagers to 
get them involved with something that 
provides a lifelong skill. Yacht Scoring is 
also now the official way to register to 
sail at the club and for our large regat-
tas. This has already proven to be an or-
ganized and streamlined way to get real 
time results and registration mastered. 
One last note, we are still in need of 
race committee volunteers for weekend 
and weeknight racing, please consider 
giving back to the club by donating a 
few hours. You will be gently instructed 
on how to hold a race and a good time is 
almost guaranteed! Phil Wisniewski

The 2015 books have been closed and fi-
nancial statements prepared.  The results 
reflect the impact of a full year’s opera-
tions in our new clubhouse.  2015 net 
income of $45,272 was well ahead of 
that which was projected for 2015 when 
the new clubhouse was being proposed.  
While there are many moving parts that 
go into that improved performance, a 
few of the key drivers are an increase in 
membership, a related increase in food 
and beverage volume and gross profit, 
and increased banquet income.  With 
the increase in new members, our 2015 
results included $115,250 of new mem-
ber Initiation Fees recognized as rev-
enue.  We will not generate that level of 
Initiation Fee income on a recurring ba-
sis and have prepared our 2016 budget 
accordingly.

We are off to a strong start for 2016 
through April, with operations reflecting 
an increase in member dues and strong 
food and beverage gross profit compared 
to the same time last year.  We are cur-
rently in a very strong position in terms 
of both cash on hand and working capi-
tal of $383,160 and $362,883, respec-

tively.  This compares to $206,197 and 
$193,153, respectively, at this time last 
year.  We have not drawn on our Line of 
Credit at this time, consistent with the 
prior year, and our improved cash and 
working capital position should contrib-
ute to both a reduced need to borrow and 
a delay in when 
we would need 
to draw on the 
line later in the 
year.  Lastly, 
the mortgage 
balance contin-
ues to amortize 
down on sched-
ule as we make 
our monthly payments, with a current 
balance of $941,954 outstanding.

In summary, as we enter the summer of 
2016 our Club is in a sound financial po-
sition.  The Board and management will 
continue to monitor club operations to 
maintain this position.  In so doing, we 
will continue to balance being financial-
ly conservative, paying down our debt, 
with maintaining and fostering the best 
yacht club experience possible for you, 
our members. Lou Moran

Financial Report

Welcome New Members
Please join us in welcoming our new 
members:  Garry LaCombe, Ryan Tut-
ton, and Evan Rodgers.

The New Member Cocktail Party is 
planned for the evening of June 23rd.  
Come and 
meet our of-
ficers and club 
staff.  Watch 
for details 
from Julie. Bill 
Pringle
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Inshore Racing

JY Open

Commodore’s Cup

WMYSA Gull Lake

Women’s JY

Macatawa Bay Yacht Club
2157 South Shore Drive PO #207
Macatawa, Michigan 49434

Friday June 10  Women’s Brunch
Saturday June 11 Coast Guard Auxilliary Inspections
    Boater Safety Class
Sunday June 19  Fathers’ Day Fishing Tournament
Thursday June 23 New Member Reception
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